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Overview

• Background to IESR
• What’s in the IESR
• How to get to the data
• On to SPP’s use of the IESR
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Current digital landscape

…a vast and sometimes bewildering range of 
potential sources of electronic information.

Little wonder, then, that many users remain 
unaware of their existence or fail to discover 
their value for their own learning, teaching or 
research.

Investing in the Future:
Developing an Online Information Environment
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=ie_home
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JISC Information Environment

• aims to make it easier for the user 
to find relevant information and 
learning resources

• will enable presentation, delivery 
and use of online resources in ways 
tailored to support individual and 
institutional requirements in 
learning, teaching and research
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IE Technical Model

Information Environment: Development Strategy, 2001 - 2005
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=strat_ieds0105_draft2
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Shared Services

To enable portals and other services to 
deliver diverse digital resources, machine-
readable information about services, 
content, rights and users is required to act 
as the “glue” between portals and the 
content itself. 

Investing in the Future:

Developing an Online Information Environment
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=ie_home
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Shared Services

To enable portals and other services to 
deliver diverse digital resources, machine-
readable information about services, 
content, rights and users is required to act 
as the “glue” between portals and the 
content itself. 
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Project history

• Partners 
– MIMAS, University of Manchester
– UKOLN, University of Bath
– Cheshire Development Team, University of Liverpool

• Funded by the JISC in three phases since 
November 2002

• Current phase started 1 March 2005
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IESR

• A registry of the electronic resources available 
within the JISC’s Information Environment

• Contains information about:
– the resources themselves
– how to access the resources
– the resource provider(s)

• Is accessible by other applications via 
machine-to-machine interfaces



2005-07-07 JISC Joint Programme Meeting 10

IESR Entities

Collection

Service Agent

owns
provides 
access

administers
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Collections

• 259 resources currently described, 
submitted by JISC service providers:
– AHDS
– Edina
– MIMAS
– Resource Discovery Network
– UK Data Archive
– UK Mirror Service (now the JISC National 

Mirror Service)
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Collection description
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Service description and IESR 
administrative metadata
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Some services don’t have 
collections…
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IESR Content

• Descriptions of:
– Collections of resources
– Informational Services that provide access 

to those resources
– Agents: Owners / Administrators
– Transactional Services

• Information supplied by resource 
providers

• Check by IESR content manager



2005-07-07 JISC Joint Programme Meeting 16

IESR Creative Commons
Licence

• All IESR records licensed under a 
Creative Commons licence:
– Non-commercial (freely available)
– Share-alike (maintain same licence)
– Attribution-required (attribute provenance)

• Suppliers agree to this licence on 
submission of data

• http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/uk/



2005-07-07 JISC Joint Programme Meeting 17

Using IESR data

• Available through various services:
– Z39.50 (full IESR records in SUTRS & XML)
– OAI-PMH (IESR entities in Dublin Core and 

IESR XML)
– Web Search and Browse

– Web Services SOAP (planned)
• SRW

– RSS (later)
– UDDI (under investigation)
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Immediate priorities for 
project

• Making it easy to add and update metadata 
about resources

– Increasing the number of resources described
– Increasing the usefulness of the registry

• Adding further ways of accessing IESR data

– Increasing use of the IESR
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Using IESR

• Portal
– Search of IESR on behalf of user

• Portal builder doesn’t need to know about 
resources

• Users discover collections unaware of, on basis of 
IESR descriptions (these are fairly high-level)

– Harvest IESR records for incorporation in:
• Local service registry
• Knowledgebase (convert to appropriate format)

– Re-use collection descriptions (over to 
Jasper…)


